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REPORT ON BILHARZIA WORKSHOP 


INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


Chitalo Opens Conference 


Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 11 Sep 79 p 1 


[Text ! 


THE Parliamentary Sec- 
retary in the Ministry of 
Health, Mrs.  E.E. 
Chitalo, who is also the 
Member of Parliament 
for Blantyre City East, 
today opened a four-day 
workshop on bilharzia, 
organised by the Com- 
monwealth Regional 
Health Secretariat for 
East, Central and 
Southern Africa at 
Kwacha Conference 
Centre here. 

During the , 
strategies of bilbarzia control 
which mainly rely on diag- 
nosis, treatment, health edu- 
cation, environmental sanita- 
tion, and the provision of safe 
water supplies and treatment 
of sites of ‘man-water contact’ 
| be discussed. 

ing in her in 
stdiom, Yrs. Cube i 
minded the delegates the prob- 
lems of bilharzia saying 
**bilharzia is a disease of great 
concern in that it is related to 
water conservation and irriga- 
tion schemes.” 

““As agriculture continues 
to be the backbone of our 
economy and water conserva- 
tion a necessity, bilharzia 


must be a highly relevant topic 
for a regional workshop of this 

She further cited what 

Malawi had achieved in the 
field of health services since 
the attainment of her indepen- 
dence under the wise and 
dynamic leadership of His Ex- 
cellency the Life President, 
Ngwazi Dr. H. Kamuzu 
Banda who has the welfare of 
his people at heart. 

In a welcome speech, the 
Administrative Secretary of 
the Commonwealth Regional! 
Secretariat in Arusha, Tan- 
zania Dr. John Ndisi, thanked 
the Malawi Government for 
hosting the workshop. 

He pointed out that prob- 
lems brought about by water- 
borne diseases were agricul- 
tural, social and socio- 
economic and as such called 
for regional co-operation 




















Survey Shows Disease Widespread 
Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 14 Sep 79 p 5 


[Text] Blantyre--Surveys carried out in East, West and South African coun- 
tries participating in the 4-day schistosomiasis (bilharzia) workshup show 
that the disease is widely spread and prevails in 8 of the 10 participating 
countries. 


Presenting their papers to the workshop, participants from Malawi, Botswana 
and Swaziland indicated that there was high prevalence of bilharzia in areas 
where there are irrigated schemes. 


They attributed the spread of the disease in these areas to a lack of 
proper sanitation and bad water supplies. Lack of trained personnel and 
lack of funds had caused control projects to be abandoned in their early 
stages in some countries--wasting funds and medicines. 


The other problems facing bilharzia control projects, they said, were lack 
of up-to-date statistical data and lack of health specialists in their 
respective ministries of health who would easily identify the gravity of 
certain diseases and make funds available. 


Transmission of bilharzia is also aided by temporary migration of the labor 
force to their homes and their relatives to the estates. 


Participants noted that bilharzia was a great concern to most and recom 
mended that governments should ask for funds from the secretariat to help 
in bilharzia control. 


Surveys found out that: 


l. Schistosomiasis is prevalent in 8 of the 10 countries served by the 
Commonwealth Health Regional Secretariat and therefore this justifies a 
joint action against the disease. 


2. Schistosomiasis prevalence and intensity is higher in children, and 
that the exposure to and role of children in the transmission of schis- 
tosomiasis is through recreational swimming. In adults, however, their 
exposure to and their role in schistosomiasis are mainly occupational. 


3. Control of schistosomiasis in areas with water conservation schemes 
is complicated by temporary labor force migration in and out of the estates. 


4. The role of animal reservoirs in schistosomiasis transmission is not 
well elucidated and therefore needs further investigations. 


5. Health education should be integrated in primary, secondary, and aduit 
literacy educational programs. 




















6. The Commonwealth Regional Secretariat should be urged to finance person- 
nel and infurmation vuxchange in the countries served by the secretariat and 
haying progrems for schistosomiasis control. 


The workshop is chaired by Dr Arap Siongok of Tanzania and is beiag attended 
by delegates from Mauritius, Zambia, Lesotho, Botswana, Uganda, Swaziland, 
Kenya, Seychelles, Tanzania and Malawi. 


The workshoo was opened by the Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of 
Health, Mrs Edda Chitalo, on Monday. 


The workshop entered its third day on Wednesday act Kwacha Conference Hall, 
with Dr T. K. Siongok of Kenya emphasizing the need to educate the general 
public in an effort to prevent the spread of bilharzia in various compuni- 
ties. 


Dr Siongok, who was acting as the chairman of the workshop, said that it 

was the task of the goverwment, through the Ministry of Health, to tell peo- 
ple of the danger of bilharzia. 

“Unless they understand and follow what we mean, they wili not appreciate 
our preventive measwres,’ he told the workshop. 


Dr. Siongok added that to achieve this governments must also provide clean 
water systems such as piped water, boreholes and protected wells for the 
community. 


Amid questions from various delegates to the worksiiup, which opened on 
10 September, Dr Siongwk said that man was the active component in the 
transmission of ilharzia. 


"Therefore, he said, ve must aim at preventive measures by taking care of 
ourselves first."--MANA 


Control Measures Need: d 
Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 14 Sep 79 p & 
[Editorial } 
[Text] Most members of the urban community are conversant with the proper 
upkeep of their bodies by eating good food, having regular exercises or 
having early medical checks to diagnose disease in the early stages. 
However it may be difficult for many people to realize quickly if they 
contacted bilharzia because it is taken for granted that only swampy areas 


are infested with bilharzia carrying snails. 


It is alarming to note that about 2 million people are suffering from this 
disease in this region of East, Central and Southern Africa. 

















Indeed diseases that could easily be prevented can become a menace through 
negligence. At the same time there are people who, by vircue of their 
occupation, are required to work in places which harbdcr the disease. Be- 
cause of the seriousness of bilharzia ways and means of containing it, in 
additioa to curttive measvres must be taken into account. Just now a 
workshep on bilharzia is in progress at Kwacha Conference Center in Blan- 
tyre which is being attended by doctors, economists, healtt administrators, 
research scientists and agriculturists. 


The wide ranging strata of such professional personnel for the common cause 

of bilharzia is manifest of the great concern affecting societies in many 

countries. Here in Malawi we are lucky in that the largest expanse of water 

om the lake is bilharzia-free. But there are other places where irrigation 

‘orks necessitate the continuous “man-water contact" and it is only neces- 
“ry that measures should be intensified tc fight the disease. 


At the ~-pening ceremony, the Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of 
e.‘th, Mrs Edda Chitalo sounded 1 note of concern over bilharzvia, roting 
that its control is necessary becavse its presence in water con -ervation 
and irrigation projects could have adverse effect on the economic develop- 
ment of any country. 


She revealed that urinary bilharzia was commcn in Malawi and the governneat 
has launched bilharzia control activities with emphasis on irrigated agri- 
cultural prejects. The aim is to extend such control measures throughout 
the country. 


Organized by the Commonwealth Regional Health Secretariat based in Arusha, 
Tanzania, the holding of the workshop was recommended during the Seventh 
World Health Conferences: held also in Malawi last year which had discussed 
how waterborne diseases could be eliminated. Delegates are from Mauritius, 
Zambia, Lesotho, Botsw.iue, Uganda, Swaziland, Kenya, Tanzania, Seychelles 
and Malawi. 


Prevention of disease is better than cure. Modern society is equipped with 
useful knowledge regarding tne cause of disease. By the same token precau- 
tionary measures con be formvlated through such forums to eliminate or 
minimize the suffering before too much damage can be done by the disease. 


It is very important for all the people to prevent disease in order to 
promote good health. The observance of good health is much more important 
now than ever before when the country needs healthy people who must be 
able to work hard to build a healthy and progressive nation. 
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ARGENTINA 


BRIEFS 


POLIO VACCINATION--On 18 and 19 October, as it has b«en doing since 1971, 
the State Secretariat for Public Health will provide antipoliomyelities 
vaccinations throughout the country. At that time, children 2 months to 

3 years old inclusive and women more than 5 months pregnant will be 
revaccinated, regardless of the number of doses which they previously 
received. For this operation, vaccination stations ‘11 be set up in all 
public assistance institutions and schools throug’ u: ‘entina from ° an 

to 5 pm. In an officiel communique, the aforemen' 'oned secretariat stated 
that “it must be remembered that polio was an enc«.'* disease in our country 
before being brought under control. And it adds: we Selk vaccine was 
first used in 1957, which led to the disappvarance of epidemic outbreaks, 
but the endemic situation continued. The Savin oral vaccine has been used 
since 1964 and a marked decline in recorded cases has since been observed.” 
further on, the communique states: “With the intensification of regular 
programs and the establishment of national rass vaccination campaigns 

since 1971, incidence of the disease har declined to levels which make it 
possible to place Argentina among American countries which have the disease 
under control.” [Text] [Bwenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 5 Oct 79 p 29] 11915 


CSO: 5400 

















BOTSWANA 


BRIEFS 


MEASLE VACCINATION--A vaccination campaign is being carried out at Shakawe 
in the North West District following an outbrea’ of measles in the area. 

A student doctor in the area Mr O Dichmann said parents keep children for 
a long time away from getting adequate treatment at the clinics believing 
that if a child has been given injections, the child won't have been 
treated and that a child will die. The doctor explained that measles can 
only be prevented from spreading if parents cooperate and bring forward 

all children for innoculation against the disease. He further said that he 
had no accurate statistics of children who have died in village but only 
mentioned one who died while admitted at the clinic. Mr Dichmann maintains 
that most of parents believe that traditional doctors are the only people 


who can cure the disease. [Text] [Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 17 Oct 
79 p 3] 
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COSTA RICA 


BRIEFS 





MALARIA FROM NICARAGUA--Travelers from Nicaragua are spreading malaria in 
Costa Rica. Health authorities have been asked to take steps to prevent 


the spread of the disease. [PA180245 San Jose Radio Reloj in Spanish 0100 
GMT 18 Nov 79 PA] 
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CZ ECHOS LOVAKIA 


BRIEFS 


FEW TUBERCULOSIS DEATHS--The mortality rate for tuberculosis in Slovakia 
declined from 82 per 100,000 inhabitants in 1951 to 11 per 100,000 in- 
habitants in 1971. In 1978, there were 53 newly discovered cases of tuber- 
culosis per 100,000 inhabitants and the mortality rate declined to 5 per 
100,000 inhabitants. [Excerpt] [Bratislava ROLNICKE NOVINY in Slovak 

16 Nov 79 p 9] 


cso: 5400 











INDIA 


BRIEFS 


FEVER EPIDEMIC--New Delhi, 21 Nov (AFP)--A raging epidemic of brain-fever 

has claimed at least 120 lives in Kolar District of Southern Karnataka State 
during the past one year, reports said. The reports said an anti-fever 
vaccine was being flow in from Japan to fight the disease. [Text] [Hong Kong 


AFP in English 0105 GMT 21 Nov 79 BK] 
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INDONESTA 


GASTROENTERITIS CASES PREVALENT IN VARIOUS LOCALITIES 
Five Die in Cicalengka 
Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 3 Sep 79 p 16 


/Excerpts/ Five persons died of gastroenteritis in Cicalengka area, Bandung 
Regency, last Thursday. 


Dr Abikusna, chief of the Bandung Regency Public Health Service, said that 
the victims could not be saved because they had been taken belatedly to the 
polyclinic. Since the end of Ramadan (month of fasting), 62 gastroenteritis 
cases have been reported to the health service. 


An effort to cure and prevent the disease is being made by a mobile medical 
team of the Bandung Regency Public Health Service by vaccinations of the 
masses. 


Cases in Pidie Increase 
Jakarta KOMPAS !n Indonesian 5 Sep 79 pp 8, 9 


/Excerpts/ In his directive dated 14 July 1979, No 0512 A/S. J/P3M/VII/1979, 
the minister of health declared that the Special Terrirory of Aceh is included 
in the area where chole-a is raging. During the last 2 weeks of August the 
number of gastroenteritis sufferers increased to 192 persons. 


In the first 2 weeks of August, only 99 cases were reported, of whom five 
persons died. So, the total number of sufferers for the month of August was 
291 persons, and 8 of them died. 


Dr Khalikul Bahri said that 30 percent of gastroenteritis sufferers in 1978 


got the disease in August. The sufferers in 1978 numbered 1,475 persons, of 
whom 70 died. 


10 

















Cases in a Jakarta School 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 8 Sep 79 p 3 


/Excerpts/ The gastroenteritis cases involving 20 students of Government 
Senior High School VIII in Jakarta is not tc be misconstrued as an epidemic. 
The reason is that Jakarta is generally regarded as an endemic cholera area 
where disease carriers are not readily detectable. It is understandable 
that gastroenteritis cases are found in schools, because the food and bever- 
ages offered by vendors are not clean. 


In a developing country such as Indonesia, the incidence of diarrhea is esti- 
mated to be 20 to 50 cases per 100 inhabitants per year. The 0-4 year chil- 
dren represent the age group most likely to suffer from gastroenteritis. 
Among the 50 million Indonesian children, it is estimated that 20 mill‘on 
have been stricken with the disease at one time or another, of whom 1 to ls 
million cases are considered serious. 


According to past records, 51,000 /sic/] persons suffered from diarrhea in 
1973. In fact, it is suspected that 40 percent of the Indonesian population 
are afflicted with diarrhea every year. 


123 Deaths in Central Kalimantan 
Jakarta MERDEKA in Indonesian 10 Sep 79 p 4 


/Excerpts/ Some 123 persons died as a result of gastroenteritis epidemic 
raging in several areas of Central Kalimantan between June and August 1979. 


Most of the victims lived in West Kotawaringin Regency, where 116 persons 
succumbed to the disease. To reach those affected areas, health officials 
must travel by boat and on foot through jungles. 


400 Cases in Sanggau 
Jakarta MERDEKA in Indonesian 11 Sep 79 p 4 


/Excerpts/ Since last August 400 inhabitants of Sanggau have been stricken 
with gastroenteritis, of whom 22 persons have died, our reporter wrote. 


During the dry season gastroenteritis cases were not confined to Sanggau 
Regency. During the month of August, 54 sufferers were treated at Sei Jawi 
General Hospital and Dr Soedarso Hospital in the City of Pontianak. Two of 
them died. 


Among the 64 cases in Ketapang Regency, 15 persons have died. In Darit Dis- 


trict, Pontianak Regency, 32 gastroenteritis sufferers have been admitted to 
hospital. 


ll 











Eleven cases were reported in Sanggau Ledo, Sambas Regency, of whom two 
persons died. 


Dr Gunawan Hadibrata, chief of the P3M Medical Service in West Kalimantan, 
said that gastroenteritis cases first occurred in Teluk Kerawat, Sambas 
Regency last March, where 96 cases were reported, 7 of whom passed away. 


Dr Gunawan admitted that, compared with the previous 3 months, there was 
an increase in gastroenteritis cases during this quarter. During the pre- 
vious quarter, 300 cases were recorded in 9 hospitals throughout West 
Kalimantan. 


30 Die in Curup 
Jakarta MERDEKA in Indonesian 15 Sep 79 p 4 


/Excerpts/ Thirty persons have died as a result of gastroenteritis epidemic 
spreading in the City of Curup, Rejang Lebong Regency, Bengkulu Province, 
according to our correspondent. 


Djangjaya, the regent of Rejang Lebong, explained that the deaths, which 
occurred continually for 1 week after the Moslem festival day (Lebaran), 
befell children below 11 years of age, particularly in the area of the 
residence of the Siring Air Putih chief in the City of Curup. 


As reported to the regent by the regency doctor Tantyo Suharto, among the 
173 persons treated at the General Hospital, Army Hospital and their re- 
spective families, 8 have died at the General Hospital, 8 others at the Army 
Hospital and another 14 at their families" houses. 


Medical aid to the sufferers and the affected public has been rendered by the 
Health Service in the form of tetracycline and oralit capsules. 


9300 
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ITALY 


MALARIA, CHOLERA OUTBREAKS REPORTED IN CAGLIARI 
Rome L'UNITA in Italian 10 Nov 79 p 5 


[Text] Cagliari--The scale is becoming increasingly heavy: while it is 
confirmed that malaria has reappeared in the interior rural agricultural 
areas (the three persons afflicted are patients in the Cagliari and 

Sassari hospitals), the cases of cholera confirmed up to now in the 
provincial capital have risen to nine. For the latest two women, who are 
allegedly "healthy carriers," that is, the vibrio or bacteria in such 
instances do not appear contagious, laboratory analyses are still underway. 


Health authorities declure the situation "under control." However, in the 
meantime, Christian Dex.:ratic Mayor De Sotgiu has had posted on the 
capital's walls--with coasiderable impudence-~-a notice urging "diligence" 
and prudence.” The mayor admonishes: “Refrain absolutely from eating 
shellfish, even if cooked; carefully wash fruits and vegetables; and 
scrupulously observe personal hygiene." How ie this possible when water 
does not reach many areas and the faucets remain dry during the night 
throughout the city? The mayor further declares that Cagliari "is a city 
not worthy «f this name." Moreover, an assessor denounces the existence 
of “incomplets sewage facilities, unsound and uninhabitable houses, and 
distorted urban development.” But where were the men in power, “hen the 
outbreak occurred? 


In addition to those who are sick, to be sure, the fishermen are hit the 
hardest by the outbreak of cholera. The reappearance of this infectious 
disease has created a crisis for hundreds of families who live from the 
eeale of shellfish. The inconvenience is changing to desperation as a 
result of necessary measures taken by the health authorities to ban the 
sale of mussels and the like. 


Unrest is growing also among the school population. Many schools are 
closed by order of the health official. 


8568 
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PERU 


BRIEFS 


TYPHOID OUTBREAK REPORTED--Lima, 22 Nov (AFP)--It was reported here today 
that health authorities are facing an outbreak of typhoid fever in Lima, 
where there has been a 200 percent increase in cases compared with last 
year. Reports on the disease began to appear a few days ago but were played 
down by authorities. However, the Health Ministry has now admitted the out- 
break of the disease. It has asked people not to consume food sold in the 
streets, to wash their hands upon returning home and not to take antibiotics 
that have not been prescribed by doctors. A Health Ministry official said 
that as of October there have been 3,475 cases of typhoid fever in Lima 
compared with 1,347 cases for the same period in 1978. [Text] [PA230440 
Paris AFP in Spanish 2356 GMT 22 Nov 79 PA] 
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SERIOUS INCREASE OF TUBERCULOSIS EXPECTED 


Salisbury THE HERALD in English 19 Nov 79 p 4 


[Text ] 


cso: 


about the 


A SERIOUS increase in the incidence of tuber. 
culosis was expected to become apparent once 
access to the Tribal Trust Lands became 
unrestricted, the chairman of the Rhodesia 
Association fer the Prevention of Tubercu- 


Dr Sang described the 


into the ceatres ani unless 
they live in the protected 
village: where there are 
clinics, we cannot get to 
them. The disease thrives 
on overcrowded living con- 
ditions and malnutrition. 


number of 
hidden cases which had 
gone undetected for many 


years. 
In Bulawayo Mrs Althea 


Miller, national secretary 
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eaid : 
The chief tuberculosis 
foo De L. Briggs. 
said in Salisbury that 
health teams were “ready 
to dash in at a moment's 
notice to any TTL when 
the war situation per- 
"Gees, bene, Gutues 
ars, 
or any element resulting 
tien ted (oan epeuege tn 
an upsurge 
the incidence of tubercu- 
“We have been expect- 
ing an increase in the 
figures and that has come. 
But it must be remem- 
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RHODESIA 














RHODESIA 





BRIEFS 


GIRL DIES OF ANTHRAX--A child died on Sunday in Thorngrove Hospiial 
Bulawayo, from anthrax, the Medical Officer of Health, Dr E. F. Uetece 
said yesterday. She was a girl of 11 brought in from Essexvale tribal 
area. "Obviously she was not brought in for treatment early enough," 
Dr Watson said. There had been only one other death from anthrax enong 


cases treated at Thorngrove. [Text] [Salisb THE 
Sete a [ ury HERALD in English 


NEW ANTHRAX AREAS--Bulawayo. The Government now has proclaimed three dis- 
tricts and 18 tribal trust lands anthrax areas. But a spokesman for the 
Department of Veterinary Services here said: "It does not mean that an- 
thrax has been confirmed in all those areas. “The proclamation gives us 
the power to restrict the movement of cattle, and of cattle flesh and 
hides, from areas where we susprct there might be anthrax." A Ministry 
of Health spokesman in Salisbury said figures to November 16 indicate 
that 40 people have died of anthrax since the outbreak began last month. 
The known total of people treated for anthrax was 2 260, he said. Of 
these, 922 cases were in Matabeleland, 1 278 in the Midlands, and 60 in 
Mashonaland. Of the 40 deaths, 13 were in Matabeleland, 26 in the Mid- 
lands, and one in Mashonaland. Districts proclaimed anthrax areas are: 
Gokwe, Lupane, and Nkai. In addition, tribal trust lands so proclaimed 
are: Fingo location: Ntabazinduna, Chanjiri, Sanyati, Lower Gwelo, 
Vungu, Chirau, Magondi, Umfuli, Zwimba, Chitomborgwizi, Zorwa, Silobela, 
Zhombe, Chimanda, Selukwe, Runde and Msinyatini. These tribal areas are 
part of the Gatooma, Gwelo, Lomagundi, Bubi, Que Que, Rushinga, Selukwe, 
Shabani, and Umzingwane districts. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in Eng- 
lish 21 Nov 79 p 6) 
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SOUTH KOREA 


BRIEFS 


UNKNOWN SKIN DISEASE--Kwangju--A certain disease which destroys skin 

along with high fever has been recently found among the citizens in Kwangju, 
Haenam and Posong, it was learned yesterday. According to health officials 
here, the disease of unknown cause accompanies such symptoms as destruc- 
tion of skin, paralysis of bodies and high fever up to 41C (106F). In 

more serious cases, it costs lives in two to three days after being in- 
fected. Chonnam University Hospital said a total of 10 patients have 
visited there to cure the disease so far this year. Seven of them includ- 
ing a 40-year-old man named Kim from Haeje-myon, Muangun, died and two 
completely recovered and another patient is being treated now. The hospital 
said the patients showing similar symptoms have been often found in August, 
September and October since 1976. At first, they were treated by surgical 
department but beginning this year, considering the high death rate of 

the disease, three medical departments of dermatology, surgery and 

internal medicine have cooperated. However, the exact cause of the 

disease is not yet known, it said. One of the patient's Kim Sam-sok, 42, 
of Okchon-myon, Haenam-gun, said the symptoms were first found on his left 
leg but soon enveloped all parts of his body. [Text] [SK240606 Seoul 

THE KOREA HERALD in English 24 Nov 79 PB SK] 
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BRIEFS 


CHOLERA OUTBREAK--Damascus, 8 November--It was declared today that out of 
the 24 cases of cholera reported in Aleppo and Idiib provinces yesterday, 
three persons have died. The total number of cholera cases has reached 
323 since the outbreak of the disease 2 wonths ago. Five persons have 
died so far. [Text] [JNO81519 Damascus SANA in Arabic 1455 GMT 8 Now 79 JN] 


CSO: 5400 
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BRIEFS 


JAUNDICE EPIDEMIC--A primary school and eight secondary schools have been 
closed for a week in Eskisehir due to a jaundice epidemic. The Eskisehir 
governor's office has warned the city's residents regarding the epidemic. 
The governor's office called on the citizens to boil potable water and to 
call the health institutions in case of any doubt. Some 100 patients are 
being treated for jaundice in Eskisehir hospitals at the moment. It has 
also been reported that a great many cases of jaundice are being treate‘ 
at home. Officials from the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare said 
that the necessary measures have been taken and that a health team from 
the ministry has been sent to Eskisehir. [Ankara Domestic Service in 
Turkish 1600 GMT 14 Nov 79 TA] 


cso: 5400 
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VIETNAM 


BOUT WITH MALARIA TEACHES UNIT PREVENTIVE MEASURES 
Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 29 Oct 79 p 3 
/Krticle by Tran Ho Bac: “Lessons From a Bout With Malaria"7 


(fext/ Having just moved from the delta to the mountain jungle for 6 months, 
O percent of the soldiers in the 34 and 6th Companies, 12th Battalion, were 
suffering from malaria. The number involved in cambat readiness training, 
building fortifications, etc., "receded" from view. The 0 percent figure 
became a concern to all the cadres of the D12 /sic/ Battalion. Many ques- 
tions were raised: why has malaria been so rife? how can the disease be 
eliminated and prevented? 


A group of military administration cadres which was formed directly under 
the supervision of the battalion political officer went to the two companies 
to find the cause and solution. 


rrincipal Cause 


Of the LO percent of the soldiers who were ill, more than half was because 

of overconfidence in their own health. The military medical authorities 
provided them preventive medicine and reminded them of the steps far prevent- 
ing fever. Arriving at the new location, the material base was lacking and 
the troops had to intensify training and alerts whule laboring to build the 
cantonmmms, thus health declined. As a result, the disease had "ground" for 
development. The cadres of the two companies also conducted self-inspections 
and disease prevention was not done thoroughly. Dwellings existed, but the 
undergrowth of plants and bushes had not been cleared. Ditches and ponds 
with stagnant water still had not beer cleaned out and filled in, barring 

the way for the breeding of mosquitoes. Some people also held the notion 
that their hands were tied, that the "jungke has »oison water, so how can 
disease be stopped?", 


Three Prongs of Attacking and Eliminating Me ‘aria 
Immediately thereafter, many measures were developed to thoroughly elidnate 


the source of the disease. The men with fever were separated. The battal- 
jon provided more cadres and medicine far diligent treatment. Studying folk 
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remedies, company medical personnel along with men in the uni’; went into 
the jungle to dig up roots, get carn silk, ground leaves, etc., far the 
men to take along with injections. 


The rear service element also devoted attention to finding and picking jun- 
gle vegetables, blocking streams to catch fish and finding additional sources 
of food to imrove the health of the troops. On behalf of a friendly unit 
that trapped wild animals and gave a "partion" of meat to the commander, the 
battalion political officer reserved all of it for the sick men. 


Many scientific and hygiene activities were arganized. The topics helped 

the soldiers understand where malaria comes from and why the disease spreads. 
From this the troops conscientiously executed prevention and control measures. 
The unit's cantonment area was strengthened again to keep it from being uns» 
tidy and temporary. Underbrush and hiding places for mosquitoes also were 
cleared. Piles of trash previously concealed behind dvellings were gathered 
up amd burned to make fertilizer far slash and burn cultivatio. The net- 
work of ditches have been cleaned out and are no longer scenes of slime and 
stagnant water. Every night unit cadres inspect the squads and no one 
mitters about mosquitoe nets, all remembering. At activities long-sleeved 
jackets are loosened. Soldiers in the 34 Squad had the innovation of taking 
Old jackets and patching them with socks to combat mosquitoes. The innovae 
tion quickly became popular throughout the unit. Due to actively combatting 
the epidemic, all soldiers who had contracted the disease, except for four 
who had to go to the regiment's dispensary, were cured after only 10 days. 
The men are even continuing participation in activities and study with the 
unit. The malaria epidemic has been eliminated. 


Stop From a Distance, Prevent In Advance 


Many lessons can be gained from an epidemic. The main thing is to actively 
prevent and combat before the epidemic occurs. The battalion's medical 
personnel have closer relations with local public health authorities, have 

a good grasp of the disease situation, coordinate hygiene efforts to improve 
environs and spray insecticide to combat mosquitoes. Enough medicine far 
malaria prevention is supplied. Carrying out the requirement to take suffi- 
cient doses and treat diligently, company medical personnel mst inspect 

the taking of medicine ami not lev anyone ignore or avoid taking medicine 
because of fear or laziness, Battalion cadres are not passing the buck for 
malar 'a prevention and control to military medicine authorities. Continuous- 
ly, the political officer and battalion commander inspect the unit's medi- 


cine taking, eating and living places and hygiene projects. 


Also following the epidemic, the movement far physical education and sports, 
increasing production and improving the diet was stepped up. Cadres and 
soldiers of the 12th Battalion all understand that through good physical 
strength and ensuring combat readiness, disease cannot "come close." 


6915 
CSO: 500 
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ZAIRE 


CHOLERA DETECTED IN LISALA, BUMBA 
Kinshasha ELIMA in French 11 Oct 79 p 3 


[Text] “The health situation in the Equator region is progressing favor- 

ably. Not a single case of colera, nor a single death has been registered 
Since 16 August. And the number of sick who contracted the disease before 
that date t-s decreased considerably." 


The state commissioner of public health, Citizen Tshisungu, recently made 
this statement to the local press. The head of the public health depart- 
ment, who recently inspected conditions in Lisala and Bumba, which are 
located in the subregion of Mongala where colera had been detected, was 
interviewed shortly before leaving for “Visala with territorial and health 
authorities from Mbandaka. When asked shether th:re was indeed a cholera 
epidemic in Lisala and Bumba, the state commiss’oner answered in the affir- 
mative, maintaining that laboratory analyses had identified the disease as 
cholera and adding that most of the victims were residents. 


When asked about the comments concerning the "Mudimbi and Tshiatshi" boats, 
the state commissioner stated that the number of deaths had been exagger- 
ated, but recognized however that cholera cases had been discovered there. 
When asked to specify the measures taken by his department to prevent any 
eventual recurrance, Citizen Tshisungu said that the number of passengers 
on the Onatra vessels would be limited, that boats would be required to 
maintain certain conditions of hygiene, the boats would be disinfected on 
arrival and departure from the ports served, and that permanent medical 
teams would be present on large vessels and teams to supervise and see that 
these measures were respected on the Onatra vessels. 


With respect to the measures that populations should take against this 
disease, the public health chief emphasized that the following measures 

must be respected: hands must be washed before and after meals, and after 
going to the toilet, water must be boiled beiore use, lavatories must be 
kept clean, and water should not be taken from the river. Citizen Tshisungu 
said that he distributed a large quantity of anticholera vaccines, so that 
the vaccination program against this disease would be continued. 














In addition, the state commissioner confirmed the removal of restrictions 
placed upon the Bumba and Lisala airports and the authorization for cargo 
boats. The measures affecting the airports were decided by the Executive 
Council during its meeting 27 August. The only boats restricted until 

further order are mail boats, while the cargo boats will be under medical 
control during all voyages made along the Zaire river and its tributaries. 


The arrival of the public health commissioner coincided with the arrival 
of the “"Mudimbi" boat carrying students traveling to Lisala, Bumba, and 
Kisangani. The state commissioner visited this boat to investigate per- 
sonally the health conditions in which the passengers traveled. 
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ZAIRE 


BRIEFS 


VACCINATION CAMPAIGN IN LUBUMBASHI--An extensive vaccination campaign to 
inoculate people against tuberculosis, diptheria, tetanus, whooping cough, 
and poliomyelitis has been organized in zones of the city and Lubumbashi. 
The vaccinations, which are free, are intended for infants between the ages 
of 3 and 36 months and will continue until 16 November. The campaign is 
organized by the Wide Vaccinativn Program (PEV). [Text] [Kinshasa AZAP 

in French 0938 GMT 10 Oct 79] 9128 


CSO: 5400 
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ZAMBIA 


BRIEFS 


MENINGITIS REPORT PROBED--The Ministry of Health is investigating a report 
outbreak of meningitis in Mungule area in which six children died last 
week. Under-secretary in the ministry, Mr Edward Himunyanga, yesterday 
confirmed that a report on the disease was made to Minister of Health, 

Mr Rajah Kunda, by chairman of Katuba parliamentary development committee, 
Mr Godfrey Laima. He said as a result of the report by Mr Laima, the 
ministry dispatched a team from Lusaka to investigate the outbreak in 
order to confirm whether the disease was meningitis or not. He said the 
team, led by a chief health inspector from the ministry headquarters, was 
sent to Muneule area last week immediately after Mr Laima informed the 
minister. The team would report its findings to permanent secretary for 
health, Dr Joseph Kasonde, he said. Mr Laima said yesterday that the six 
children who died last week were between one and 12 years old. The former 
Member of Parliament for Katuba, who was addressing a meeting at Chikumbi 
agricultural station, said the disease had broken out in Kabile, Mbosha 
and Chipeso areas. He urged villagers in these areas to co-operate with 
the team of health officials investigating the disease by going to rural 
health centres for immunisation. [Text] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in 
English 3 Nov 79 p 1] 


EPIDEMIC THREATENS KAFUE~-There is an outbreak of intestinal diseases in 
Kafue township council area caused by lack of proper treated water supply, 
chief health inspector, Mr Dick Chanda, said om Wednesday. Mr Chanda said 
that according to results of water examination, water in Kafue had been 
confirmed as lacking proper treatment and was unfit for human consumption. 
He requested his council to improve the water purification system at the 
water works plant before it was too late. Councillor Charles Mumba has 
demanded to know why water in Kafue was unfit for human consumption when 
there were full-time water engineers for the council. Zana/ZIS. [Text] 
[Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 2 Nov 79 p 7] 
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ANTI-CHOLERA DRIVE--Petauke governor, Mr Joseph Simuyandi, has appealed 

to villagers in chiefs Ndake, Mwanjawanthu and Nyanje along the Zambia- 
Mozambique border to prevent the spreading of cholera into Zambia. Mr 
Simuyandi said this at a district health committee meeting in the boma 
conference room last Friday. He appealed to villagers along the border 

to cooperate with Party and Government officials ix preventing an outbreak 
of cholera in Zambia. He suggested that the villages along the border 
should be moved deep into Zambia to prevent contracting the disease from 
across the border. Mr Simuyandi has also instructed all ward councillors 
in the district to form health sub-committees to prevent the spread of 
communicable diseases. He said that the people should improve their 
water supplies, and they should have better houses and pit latrines.--Zana 
(Text] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 12 Nov 79 p 2] 
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ARGENTINA 


ANTIRABIES CAMPAIGN UNDER WAY 
Buenos Aires LA OPINION in Spanish 6 Oct 79 p 9 


[Text] The metropolitan municipal government will begin a household anti- 
rabies vaccination campaign of domestic animals on Monday, in harmony with 
the vaccination program implemented by the province of Buenos Aires in the 
greater metropolitan area. 


The preventive program will extend to the end of the year and will include 
animals over 3 months old. 


The first stage of the operation, which will be free and which will be 
carried out Monday through Saturday--from 8 am to 12 noon and from 1500 
hours to 1800 hours--will cover the area defined by Boedo, Garay and 
Vernet streets and by Trabajo, General Paz, San Martin, Martin de Gainza 
and Rivadavia avenues. 


Forty teams of qualified personnel will participate in the campaign, under 
the technical supervision of veterinary professionals of the Community 
Board of Ecology and Sanitation, A vaccine of excellent antigenicity, 
prepared in the biological laboratory of the Pasteur Institute, will be 
used for immunization. 


Owners of the animals to be vaccinated will receive the respective official 
certification, which will be valid for the formalities which must subsequently 
be observed at the Municipal Register of Domestic Animals, recently 
established by the community. 


Paralleling the sanitary operation, a survey will be made in order to 
determine the number of dogs and cats in the city and their immunity 
status, for which maximum public cooperation will be required. 


The municipal report states that the antirabies campaign, constantly main- 
tained by the community, has made it possible to noticeably reduce the 
number of rabid animals confirmed by laboratory test; of 225 cases detected 
in 1976, the figure dropped to 58 in 1977 and to 37 in 1978, Only 16 cases 
have been confirmed so far this year. 


It should also be noted that no case of human rabies has been recorded in 
the federal capital since 1976. 


11915 
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ARGENTINA 


TRANSPORT OF HOGS FROM MISIONES PROVINCZ PROHIBITED 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 3 Oct 79 p 30 


[Text] In an official bulletin, the Argentine Hog Breeders Association 
expressed its full support of a recent resolution of the State Secretariat 
for Agriculture and Livestock Breeding, prohibiting the transport of hogs 
from Misiones Province to other provinces in order to prevent the spread 
in Argentina of swine plague, an African disease which first appeared in 
Brazil in 1977, with centers of serious infection near the border of our 
country, 


The bulletin also stressed that “it is absolutely necessary to prevent 

the importation of pork products which have not undergone a process of 
boiling and to observe the instructions of all posters placed at points of 
entry of persons and goods." 


The bulletin further added that concerning the need to expand the sector, 
this will prove difficult “inasmuch as sanitary disorders may occur, 
particularly as a result of the introduction of a new swine disease," 


The association points out that in recent years this sector of national 
livestock breeding has begun a process of profound transformation through 

the introduction of new breeding animals, genetic imporvements and product- 
ion methods, helped by the industry with an investment program aimed at 
incorporating new technologies which “must be stimulated through synchronized 
action with the government," 


"In short,” the association states, "it is very important that this process 
of modernization, which is in its first stages, has been started in the 
country, since this implies taking a position which had been postponed for 
many years." 


"But in this respect,” the document concludes, "the industry wants to point 
out that not only must the health of the animals be protected, in all its 
aspects, but that the existing provisions of the Federal Sanitation Law, 
and all its related provisions concerning meat sanitation and hygiene, must 
be observed." 


11915 
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MORE CATTLE CLEARED FOR SLAUGHTER 





Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 15 Oct 79 p 1 


[Text ] 


The Director of Veterinary Ser- 
vices Mr J. Falconer last week an- 
nounced that cattle from the area 
west of the railway line and east of 
the central Ngwato Cordon Fence 
may now be sent to the Botswana 
Meat Commission 

The other areas from where cat- 
tle are sent to the slaugh- 
terhouse in Lobatse are Ghanzi. 
ail areas south of the Dibete Cor- 
don Fence. the area west of the 
railway line and east of the 
Makoba Cordon Fence and the 
area south of the Sherwood 
Ranch Palapye Fence. 

The areas which are still closed 
for cattle to be sent to the Bots- 
wana Meat Commission are 
Ngamiiand. the area west of the 
Ngwato Fence and east of the 
railway line. and the area north of 


of Veterinary Services has said 
wat the fight against foot and 
mouth in these areas closed for 


Caftie 1s gong on 

He pointed out that as soon as 
the department is satisfied that 
foot and mouth has been corn- 
pletely wiped out in these areas. 
cattle would start being sent to 
the BMC. He however, could not 
say when this would be done. 

A tresh outbreak of foot and 
mouth were discovered near Nata 
and Orapa in August this year 


ment. He said then that this meant 
the plans for government to trans- 
port cattle from Ngamiland and 
Boteti to the BMC would be can- 
celled. 

Following the discovery, 18 
vaccination tearns were sent to 
combat the outbreak in the area. 

The first outbreak was disvo- 
vered in 1977. This put Botswana 
m an economic dilemma since the 
EEC suspended beef imports 
from Botswana 
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BOTSWANA 


NGAMILAND AREA "HARDEST HIT' BY FOOT-AND-MOUTH 
Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 17 Oct 79 p 2 


[Article by Andrew Sesinyi] 


hundreds of kilometers away 
from Botswana Meat Commis- 
sion - people live from hand to 
mouth. 


In the series of meetings His 
Excellency the President Sir 
Seretse Khama addressed there 
last week, the fulcrum of all dis- 
cussion was the uniqueness of 
the problems crippling the 
people ¢ life style. The need fora 


Even President Khama con- 
ceded: “|! realise you are the 
hardest hit.” 


The problems of the Ngami- 
land people have grown insum- 
mountable over the past two 
years. The problems of foot and 
mouth disease, plus drought are 
the same for the whole country, 
but in Ngamiland fete has been 
more than ugly. 


The area is not only twice cut 
from selling cattle to BMC be- 
cause of the outbreak of foot 
and mouth disease, but it is also 


But hopes were high when 
they dispersed from the 
President's meetings. Govern- 
ment, they were assured, is con- 
templating setting up a second 
abattoir somewhere in the north. 


This will not only cut the dis- 
tance from BMC but cattle sales 
might be resumed jn the north, 
and beef exported to those 
countries willing to accept the 
commodity 


Children will not be expelled 
from schools if their parents fai! 
to pay schoo! fees. and there will 
be a period of grace for parents 
to pay their schoo! fees arrears. 


This, it was explained, was in 
recognition of the plight the 
people were in because of the 
stoppage of cattie sales. 


May be the plight of the 
Ngamiland people explains why 
the president's meetings in the 


jostling 20 000 strong Kgotla 
meeting broke into a pan- 
demonium twice - when Presi- 
dent Khama arrived - and when 
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[Text ] 
Ngamiland area is the hardest hund lometers 
hit in Botswana. With cattle eg —_ in hemp cog a y bye ~~ oe ten 
= "Genes _ sep ane P Cattle from the area lose quality a few minutes later. 
mete sab diae canard by the time they reach BMC, thus It took the police close to 45 
dropping in prices, minutes to quell the mass of 











But Maun cattle although not 
bringing revenue to the owners. 
may be better off with the 


tt is Gormare especially, with 
its heavy soils which is 
pathetic Although the area bet- 
ween Tsau and Gomare used to 
be a sight for wild animais., jour- 
naiists Griving through the ares 
saw only bony cattle and donk- 
eys 
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BOTSWANA 


BRIEFS 


DISEASE EFFECTIVELY CHECKED--A drought story appearing in yesterday's Daily 
News entitled “Cattle Dying” included a sentence which implied that there 
is an outbreak of foot and mouth disease in the North East, District this 
is totally incorrect. The truth of the matter is that the last traces of 
the disease in the area were eradicated in July 1978. [Text] [Gaborone 
DAILY NEWS in English 30 Oct 79 p 1] 


CSO: 5400 
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ISRAEL 


CAMPAIGN TO IMMUNIZE SHEEP IN NORTH BEGUN 
Tel Aviv HAMODI'A in Hebrew 1 Nov 79 p 3 


[Article: “Campaign to Immunize Shcep and Cattle Against Rabies, Malaria, 
etc."] 


[Text] The Department of Agriculture has initiated a wide-ranging project 
of immunization of cattle heras and sheep flocks in the northern part of 
the country. The aim is to prevent the spread of four diseases that are 
also injurious to humans. They are: rabies transmitted by canines, rabies 
transmitted by rodents, Malta fever and Afr’can degeneration. 


On a tour arranged for journalists through the Valley of Jezreel the chiefs 
of the Veterinary Service informed us that only six cases of rabies were un- 
covered this year compared to 29 the previous year. According tc statis- 
tics from the Department of Health 650 people were innoculated in 1978 for 
the prevention of the disease. 


It should be noted that more than half of the above subjects had to undergo 
innoculation because the attacking animal could not be found. 


Rabies transmitted through rodent bite will cause the cattle to abort, and 
cause an inflammation of the udder. Where the disease is contracted by 
humans the symptoms are a high fever and severe headache. 


Among cattle the disease may pass with no overt symptoms. It is discovered 
only after an outbreak of the disease among the cattle farmers. It is not 
spread through the milk or meat of the cattle. It is usually confined to 
the cattle farmers. 


During the tour it was rported that in 1978, 35 cattle raisers contracted 
the disease. Eight cattle raising units in the north were involved. So 
far this year 217 people were stricken, all cattle raisers from the Afulah 
district. 


Finally the Veterinary Service will import a vaccine from Australia for the 
immunization of cattle against this specific strain which is attacking them. 
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According to plan 20,000 cows will be immunized in the coming months with 
this vaccine. A follow-up program is planned to check the formation of 
antibodies in the blood of the cattle. 


It is known that the cattle farmers approached the Health Department about 
the possibility of their being immunized. The matter is being investi- 
gated. 
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NAMIBIA 


INVESTIGATION LAUNCHED INTO RABIES EPIDEMIC AMONG KUDUS 


Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in English 12 Nov 79 p 3 


[Article by Rianne Fourie] 


{Text} 


NATURE conservationists 
and State veterinarians have 
embarked on a large-scale in- 
vestigation into rabies among 
kudus following its spread to 
the areas around Windhoek 
and Omaruru. 

The main aim of the in- 
vestigation is to determine 
whether the virus, which has 
already killed more than 3 000 
kudus in the Okahandja dis- 


It will include experiments 
carried out in @ quarantine 
area in the Daan Viljoen 
Nature Reserve. 

All analytical tests will be 
done by Onderstepoort near 
Pretoria. 

The first incidence of rabies 
among kudus in SWA was 
found in the Okahandja dis- 
trict in 1977. Last year the dis- 
case took on epidemic propor- 
tions — apparently as a result 
of overpopulation of kudus 
after the good rains of the 
previous years. 


Though no definite statistucs 
are available, one estimate 
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“Innoculation is the only 
sure way, but with game this is 


not possible,” Dr van Wyk 
said. “We will, however, ex- 
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Some farmers in the affected 
is rapidly spreading and killing 
off the kudu population is not 
rabies, but some unidentified 
disease. 


The disease has been 
restricted to kudus with a 
keible incid 

cattle. 


36 














CASH FOR VACCINES NEEDED 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 6 Nov 79 p 1 


[Text } 


Cs0: 


THE department of 
veterinary and tsetse 
control in the Central 
Province has called on 
the permanent secretary 
in the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Water 
Development to allocate 
funds for purchasing 
drugs and vaccines. in 
provinces. 


This was one of the resolu- 
tions adopted at a veterinary 
and tsetse control seminar 
held in Kabwe recently. 

Central Province senior 
livestock officer, Mr Francis 
Sibanze, said seminar dele- 
gates were against the present 
system of travelling to 
Mazabuka every time they 
needed drugs and vaccines. 

They considered this a 
waste of time, fuel and energy 
by making long trips to 
Mazabuka instead of attending 


5400 
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down vehicles. 

The 28 officers who came 
from Mumbwa, Mkushi, 
Serenje, Kabwe Urban and 
Kabwe Rural, con- 
cern that veterinary 
station was still using bucket 
toilets. 

The seminar urged the pro- 
vincial office to ask for funds 
from the head office for 
construction of better toilets 
and renovation of staff 
houses, dip tanks and wells. 

Mr Sibanze, w’o chaired the 
seminar, called for veterinary 
and tsetse staff to work as a 
team. 
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BRIEFS 


FLY IS THREAT IN CHISAMBA--A large part of the Central Province, including 
Chisamba cattle rearing area, has been encroached by tsetse fly causing 
danger to animal life. Unless the Party and its Government launches a 

huge eradication programme to prevent the deadly fly from spreading the 
situation is likely to worsen. This is contained in a 1978 report compiled 
by Central Province tsetse control officer, Mr M.D. Banda, which has been 
released in Kabwe. The report warns of the spread of trypanomiasis (cattle 
disease caused by the flies), which, he says, has already advanced to Kabwe 
in Muswishi area by the end of the year. It explains that Chisamba was 

one of the several areas where tsetse surveys were conducted and was dis- 
covered that the encroachment from the Luano valley was on its way to the 
plateau. [Text] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 13 Nov 79 p 1] 


CSO: 5400 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


POSSIBLE DESERT LOCUST MIGRATION--There might be small-scale breeding and 
migration of desert locusts in winter breeding areas of the Sudan and 
Ethiopia this month, due to unusually heavy rains and the establiehment 
of the Red Sea wind convergence zone. This forecast has been given by the 
director of operations of the Desert Locust Control Organisation for Eas- 
tern Africa, K. M. Ahmed.--KNA [Text] [Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 
13 Nov 79 p 5] 


cso: 5400 


39 














CUBA 


ee * 


TOBACCO BLUE MOLD PREVENTION, CONTROL PROGRAM UNDERWAY 

Havana GRANMA in Spanish 20 Oct 79 p 4 

[Article by Fernando Davalos } 

[Text] Scientists and agricultural experts from Europe and other temperate 


zones say that for blue mold to develop and spread the following conditions 
must coincide: 





1. Temperature during the day must remain below 30°C for at least six 
consecutive hours. 


2. The relative humidity the following night must exceed 95 percent for a 
period of at least three consecutive hours. 


3. On the chird day, there must be abundant cloudiness. 


However, the experience in Cuba, which has regrettably been enriched by the 
most recent outbreak of biue mold in the early months of this year, justifies 
doubt that the premises are those directly characterizing the emergence of 
this fungous disease in our tobacco areas. 


In our environment, these conditions occur practically throughout the 
developmental portion of the tobacco season, which occurs in the last few 
months of the year and the early ones of the next. 


In the tobacco raising countries in Europe and North America, this leaf crop 
is planted mainly in the summer, and the temperate climate there is conti- 
nental and stable. In Cuba, tobacco is planted during our mild winter. 


National researchers have launched a comparative study of the weather condi- 
tions in 1956 and 1957, when the first great upsurge of blue mold occurred 

in this country, with those for this year. They will also study the environ- 
mental conditions preceding the outbreak of this disease in each of the 
affected provinces. 


The presence of blue mold becomes evident from a yellow patch on the back of 
the leaf and a bluish patch on the corresponding part of the other side 
(this is mycelium of the fungus, in other words its spore "cclony"). 


40 





When the leaf of the tobacco plant--its economical yield--dries, there are 
holes left in the places where these spots appeared, so that they cannot be 
used as the outer leaves or wrappings for cigars. 


The first major attack of blue mold in Cuba affected 1,332.2 caballerias 
throughout the country, resulting in an estimated loss of 66,000 quintals, 
such that the consumer supply of tobacco and cigars was affected, as was 
reported at the time. 


The occurrence of blue mold is cyclical: It appears when the favorable 
conditions develop and then disappears for a time. It appeared in the United 
States in 1921 and then disappeared until 1931, when it developed again on 

a permanent basis and spread throughout the country. 


In Cuba it was reported in 1956 and 1957, lasting until 1960, but it then 
disappeared and had not been reported again until the 1979 harvest. 


This cyclical characteristic of blue explains its reappearance this year, 
but its affects, which have lasted into the subsequent years in some places, 
including Cuba, are now likely to taper off. 


Blue mold, which is the fungus Peronospora tabacina Adam, is characterized 
by its aggressive pathogenic nature, in terms of rapid spread and effect. 


However, the Cuban agricultural sector is taking steps now to protect the 
next tobacco harvest. Measures for the prevention and control of the 
disease ordered by the General Plant Health Office under the Ministry of 
Agriculture are being disseminated throughout the country for strict appli- 
cation. 


The country is waging its counteroffensive against blue mold and the state 
farmers, peasants and cooperative members play a key role in it. 


The past era in which harvesters had to “adapt themselves" to these adverse 
natural factors, without scientific aid or direction, are now long gone. 
Today we have an insipient but effective plant protection service, always 
ready to provide its technical support. 


Prevention and Control Measures 


The General Plant Health Office has set forth a list of general steps for 
seed selection, planting, harvesting and drying of tobacco, whic’: will con- 
tribute to guaranteeing success in the campaign against blue mold in the 
next tobacco season. 


Among these important measures, which have already been dissemindated to the 
tobacco growing zones, are the following: 


~ fields which have shown symptoms of the disease in the preceding season 
or seasons may not be used as the source of seed stock. 
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After harvesting, the remains of the planting must immediatcly be cestroyed, 
using cutting tools and burning the plant residue if necessary. 


The areas affected during the preceding tobacco season may be planted to 

: tobacco during the next one, and in the interim, the planting of other crops 
such as sweet potatoes, squash, corn and leguminous plants, ctc., but never 
plants of the solanaceous family, is possible. 


The fields in which the disease has occurred and which are to be planted 
again for the 1979-80 harvest will be prepared for planting 90 days prior 
to sowing, for the purpose of facilitating the decomposition of the tobacco 
residues. 





The latest date for planting has been set at 30 December for the whole of 
the country, with the exception of Pinar del Rio, where for special reasons 
planting can be continued until 20 January of next year. 


Healthy and vigorous plants will be used in sowing, and plants evidencing 
less vitality or dubious phytological condition must be discarded. 


When indications of conditions favorable to the development of the disease 
are reported by the Plant Protection Ground Stations (ETPP), time intervals 
for irrigation will be extended as much as possible, and it will not be done 
late in the day in order to avoid excessive nightime humidity. 


In areas where fine and cigar and seed quality tobacco are raised, systematic 
treatments, as directed, will be done with fungicides. 


Losses from Blue Mold Last Season 


Production 


Province Area (in caballerias) (ia quintals) 
Pinar del Rio 22.0 -- 
Havana 26.1 4 000 
Cienfuegos 6.0 J -- 
Villa Clara 605.7 21 623 
Snacti Spiritus 602.9 34 679 
Ciego de Avila 69.5 5 995 
Totals 1 332.2 66 297 
5157 
CSO: 5400 
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RHODESIA 


ARMY WORM ALERT--Army worm has been reported in the Gatooma area, and the 
Plant Protection Research Institute of the Ministry of Agriculture has 
warned farmers yesterday to be on the lookout for a possible outbreak. 

The institute has appealed for any news of the worms--where seen, over how 
large an area, the density of the infestation and what they were eating. 
For the uninitiated, the pest may be identified by fine yellow or white 


lines running along its body. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 
17 Nov 79 p 1) 
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BRIEFS 


SUGARCANE FUNGAL RUST--The world's sugar production is expected to drop 
before year's end as a result of fungal rust. The national government 
has adopted a number of measures aimed at protecting Venezuelan sugarcane 
producers. [PA172105 Caracas Radio Rumbos in Spanish 1530 GMT 17 Nov 79 
PA] 
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